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GLOBAL HORIZONS 
Division Director’s Message 

Reference to any person, organization, country, product, service or web links do not constitute or imply the  
endorsement or recommendation by MDAD’s Protocol and International Affairs Division. Noncommercial reprint rights  

granted with inclusion of copyright notice and reprint rights available upon request.  

This edition is dedicated to the novel 

(new) coronavirus pandemic disease 

“COVID-19.” The disease is in every-

one’s mind and it is causing significant  

societal disruptions and challenges to 

our way of life.  

As our leaders make decisions regarding 

containment and health officials work to 

find a cure, individuals and families are 

assessing and planning how the virus 

would impact them and their means of 

livelihood.  

I am certain that readers will find  

insightful, the relevant information,  

resources, and helpful tips about 

COVID-19. As with all past pandemic 

outbreaks - The Great Bubonic Plague 

of London (1665), The Spanish Flu 

(1918),  The Asian Flu (1957), The 

Hong Kong Flu (1968), The Swine Flu 

(2009), etc., it is our hope that COVID-

19 would soon be eradicated or reduced 

to insignificance. 

Please endeavor to listen and adhere to 

heath advice from our leaders and health 

officials and be safe. 

U. Desmond Alufohai 

Division Director 

Protocol & International Affairs - MDAD Background: The virus was first reported in Wuhan, Hubei Province, People’s  

Republic of China, in December 2019. It is a coronavirus, and as such, part of a 

large family of viruses that tend to be common in both humans and different species 

of animals, such as camels, cattle, cats, and bats.  A characteristic of coronaviruses 

is that they have a series of crown-like spikes.  Several of them are known to cause 

respiratory infections ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases such 

as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Severe Acute Respiratory  

Syndrome (SARS).  This virus, which was unknown before the outbreak began, has 

been named “SARS-CoV-2” (CoV: coronavirus), and the infectious disease it  

causes is “coronavirus disease 2019”, frequently referred to as “COVID-19”. 

At times, animal coronaviruses can infect people and then spread from person to 

person.  Just like MERS-CoV and SARS-CoV, SARS-CoV-2 is a beta coronavirus 

and originated in bats.  As the outbreak in Wuhan began, the first patients had a link 

to a large seafood and live animal market, suggesting an animal-to-person spread.  

This indicates that the virus most likely emerged from an animal reservoir.  Later 

cases indicated that the virus was spreading through person-to-person contact, and 

now evidence is pointing toward community spread.  “Community spread” is the 

term used when it is unknown how or where a patient became infected. 

Pandemic: On March 11, the World Health Organization (WHO) officially  

declared COVID-19 a pandemic.  Pandemics, global outbreaks of diseases, happen 

when a new virus emerges and begins to spread between people.  Since there is  

little to no pre-existing immunity to a new virus, it can spread worldwide.   

According to WHO, this is the first time a new (novel) coronavirus is causing a  

pandemic of this magnitude, but in the last century, there were four pandemics 

caused by emerging influenza viruses.   

Symptoms:  According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

website, the following symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure:  FEVER, 

COUGH, SHORTNESS OF BREATH.  The WHO lists:  FEVER, TIREDNESS, 

and DRY COUGH as the most common symptoms.  Patients may also complain of 

aches and pains, nasal congestion, runny nose, sore throat or diarrhea.  The CDC 

further lists emergency warning signs for COVID-19 and recommends immediate 

medical attention if any of the following develop: difficulty breathing or shortness 

of breath, persistent pain or pressure in the chest, new confusion or inability to 

arouse, and bluish lips or face. Since the COVID-19 is an emerging, rapidly  

evolving situation, we recommend that you consult regularly with your physician 

and/or appropriate local and health authorities for the latest news and updates. 

In light of the disruptions and challenges caused by the coronavirus pandemic  

disease (COVID-19) outbreak, the Protocol and International Affairs Division, Miami-Dade 

Aviation Department has suspended protocol services at Miami International Airport until 

further notice. We apologize for any inconvenience and extend our appreciation for your 

kind understanding - From the protocol team. 

https://www.health.com/condition/infectious-diseases/how-many-cases-of-coronavirus-worldwide
https://www.health.com/condition/infectious-diseases/how-many-cases-of-coronavirus-worldwide
https://www.cdc.gov/csels/dsepd/ss1978/lesson1/section11.html
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BRIEFS & NOTES 

Social Distancing 

Per the CDC’s recommendation, social distancing involves “remaining out of 

congregate settings, avoiding mass gatherings, and maintaining distance” 

(approximately 6 feet or 2 meters) from others when possible to limit the  

ability of the virus to spread.  
 

Isolation and Quarantine 

Isolation and quarantine help protect the public by preventing exposure to people who 

have or may have a contagious disease. Isolation separates sick people with a  

contagious disease from people who are not sick. Quarantine separates and restricts 

the movement of people who were exposed to a contagious disease to see if they  

become sick. Social distancing is not the same as self-quarantine or isolation, The 

key difference is that quarantine or isolation restricts the movement of people within a 

certain area or zone to limit transferring and spreading an infection. Social distancing 

places no such locational constraints, rather it is a behavioral  practice to lower the 

risk in most circumstances. 
 

How Long Does COVID-19 Live on Surfaces? 

How long can the new coronavirus live on a surface, like say, a door handle, after 

someone infected touches it with dirty fingers? A study out this week finds that the 

virus can survive on hard surfaces such as plastic and stainless steel for up to 72 hours 

and on cardboard for up to 24 hours. Read more from the following weblink: 

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/03/14/811609026/the-new-

coronavirus-can-live-on-surfaces-for-2-3-days-heres-how-to-clean-them 
 

Effectiveness of Hand Sanitizers Against COVID-19 

Alcohol attacks and destroys the envelope protein that surrounds some viruses,  

including coronaviruses. This protein is vital for a virus’s survival and multiplication. 

But a hand sanitizer needs to be at least 60% alcohol in order to kill most viruses. 

Hand sanitizers with less than 60% alcohol were also found to be less effective at  

killing bacteria and fungi and may only reduce the growth of germs rather than killing 

them outright. Learn more by visiting - http://theconversation.com/coronavirus-not-all

-hand-sanitisers-work-against-it-heres-what-you-should-use-133277 
 

Why Soap is so Good at Killing COVID-19 

One of the most consistent COVID-19 messages from health officials has been the 

importance of good personal hygiene. Washing your hands with soap is one of the 

simplest and most effective ways of killing off any viruses you may have come into 

contact with. Soap is one of the most effective ways to get rid of COVID-19.  

It dissolves the fatty layer that coats coronaviruses, but you have to wash your hands 

properly. Additional information is provided on the following weblink -  
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/03/coronavirus-soap-covid-19-virus-hygiene/ 
 

You can Kill Coronavirus with Common Household Cleaners 

The COVID-19 outbreak, caused by a novel (new) coronavirus, has stores scrambling 

to try to keep cleaning and sanitizing products on the shelves. Items such as hand  

sanitizers and face masks are hard to come by as people are stockpiling them out of 

fear of getting sick from the virus….Despite all the fear about the virus, this  

coronavirus strain is actually easy to kill out in the open, according to the  

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). To read more, visit - https://

www.simplemost.com/kill-coronavirus-common-household-cleaners/ 
 

When and How to Use Masks 

If you are healthy, you only need to wear a mask if you are taking care of a person 

with suspected 2019-nCoV infection. Wear a mask if you are coughing or sneezing. 

Masks are effective only when used in combination with frequent hand-cleaning with 

alcohol-based hand rub or soap and water. If you wear a mask, then you must know 

how to use it and dispose of it properly. https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/

novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/when-and-how-to-use-masks 

ABOUT US 
The core mission of MDAD’s Protocol and 

International Affairs Division is -  
 

To facilitate the movement of official guests, 

delegations, dignitaries and VIPs through 

MIA and support the airport’s international 

programs and  initiatives.  
 

Contact: 
Tel: + 1 (305) 876-7457 

Email: Protocol@miami-airport.com 

www.miami-airport.com/about_us.asp 
 

For comments, suggestions, event 

announcements or to opt-out, please send us 

an email. 

 

Miami-Dade County Government Updates 
for COVID-19 and related weblinks 
https://www.miamidade.gov/global/initiatives/
coronavirus/home.page 
 

Florida Department of Health (FDOH) 
http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-
conditions/COVID-19/index.html 
 

Visit the Center for Disease Control and  
Prevention (CDC) website to learn about how 
it spreads, protecting yourself, etc. 
www.cdc.gov  
 

CDC’s weblink for travelers and travel related 
industries. 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
travelers/index.html 
 

World Health Organization (WHO)  
www.who.int/ 
 

United Nations - COVID-19 Global Health 
Emergency and Information from the UN  
System  
https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus 
 

Worldometers - weblink for coronavirus live 
updates, including confirmed cases, new  
cases, total recoveries and total deaths  
globally and by country, state, territory or 
conveyance - www.worldometers.info/
coronavirus  
 

TSA Temporarily Accepting Expired  
Driver’s Licenses for Travel 
The Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) is allowing the use of expired driver’s 
licenses as acceptable identification for those 
who are not able to renew their licenses.  
https://www.khon2.com/local-news/tsa-temporarily
-accepting-expired-drivers-licenses-for-travel/ 

IMPORTANT WEBLINKS 
 

(Please consult your health physician or local health 

officials for the most appropriate and up-to-date  

remedy for your ailment) 

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.03.09.20033217v1.full.pdf
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/03/14/811609026/the-new-coronavirus-can-live-on-surfaces-for-2-3-days-heres-how-to-clean-them
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/03/14/811609026/the-new-coronavirus-can-live-on-surfaces-for-2-3-days-heres-how-to-clean-them
https://virologyj.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12985-019-1182-0
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/cleaning-disinfection.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3291447/
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/show-me-the-science-hand-sanitizer.html
http://theconversation.com/coronavirus-not-all-hand-sanitisers-work-against-it-heres-what-you-should-use-133277
http://theconversation.com/coronavirus-not-all-hand-sanitisers-work-against-it-heres-what-you-should-use-133277
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/03/coronavirus-soap-covid-19-virus-hygiene/
https://www.simplemost.com/kill-coronavirus-common-household-cleaners/
https://www.simplemost.com/kill-coronavirus-common-household-cleaners/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/when-and-how-to-use-masks
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/when-and-how-to-use-masks
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.who.int/
https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
https://www.khon2.com/local-news/tsa-temporarily-accepting-expired-drivers-licenses-for-travel/
https://www.khon2.com/local-news/tsa-temporarily-accepting-expired-drivers-licenses-for-travel/
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